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The Daily Show: A Critique on American Media and Government 

By David Essman 

As the body count rises everyday, Americans are ireated to the latest 
atrocity to come out of the war on terror. Not surprisingly, the majority of news 
coverage is considerably depressing; but it doesn't have to be Jon Stewart takes 
on the news Monday through Thursday on "The Daily Show." The show is dubbed 
as 'fake news,' and while it isn't as hard hitting as other news sources, "The Daily 
Show is in no way fake. The show points out the absurdities of America's media 
and government. Even though "The Daily Show" doesn't present viewers with any 
recent news, the show docs present a well thought out critique on Americas media 
and system of government. 

"The Daily Show" soils through the rest of the media, and using snippets 
of news material, points out a recent absurdity. On an recent episode that aired on 
October 5, Stewart considers that perhaps President Bush's approval ratings are 
so low. not necessarily because he is doing a bad job, but rather American's don't 
understand what his job is, even though President Bush has tried very hard to tell 
Americans what his job entails. A clip is then shown in which Bush says " my job 
is to do two things; one remind people about the war on terror, and remind them 
that we're doing everything we can to protect them "i Stewart then talks about how 
Bush does in fact remind citizens about the war on terror every couple of years, 
and that he's done a good job of reminding Americans that protecting them is also 
a part of his job. Several clips in which Bush states his job is to defend the country 
are shown illustrating the point. Stewart continues to build off of his point showing 
various clips of Bush stating what his job is, until a clip is shown in which Bush 
States "One of the hardest parts ol my job is to connect Iraq to the war on terror."ii 
Stewart's crowd reacted with an uproar of laughter, and rightfully so as Bush has 
stated in the past that Iraq is connected to the war on terror. Stewart takes the bit 
even further with a demonstration where he uses a prop electrical plug to represent 
Iraq in which he tries to connect it to the war on terror, which he represents with 
an avocado. "You can do it, you try hard enough you can shove it in there, you can 
get the plug to connect into the avocado, but here's the problem, the Avocado still 
doesn't turn on'" iii Stewart's "Daily Show," without sounding like just another 
nut job conspiracy theorist, denounces the connection between Iraq and the war on 
terror, not with straight opinion, but with Bush's own words. 

During an episode which aired July 7, Stewart points out an absurdity 
of President Bush's recent veto of a stem cell research bill. He shows a clip in 
which President Bush says "I think it's important to promote a culture of life. I 
think a hospitable society is a society where every being counts and every person 
matters. "iv Stewart repeats the last sentence of the clip and follows with a clip in 
with Bush answering a question about the war in Iraq, stating around 30,01)0 Iraqis 
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have died there. Jon Stewart points out the loop hole in the eulture of life where 
on one hand stem cell research is wrong because it destroys life, yet the murder of 
Iraqis to promote democracy is okay. He pushes the subject further by calling for 
advocates of stem cell research to stop calling it stem cell research, but instead " 
The War on TERRORblc Diseases "\ 

"The Daily Show" has some skeptics, some of which from other media 
sources. Bill O'Reilly has come out against "The Daily Show." "Many Americans 
ages 18 to 24 have no idea w hat's going on," stating that they "get their news from 
Jon Stewart and their point of view from bomb-throwing entertainers." Bill O'Reilly 
said on an episode of his "O'Reilly Factor" which aired May 23. vi O'Reilly lumps 
Stewart into a category with Hollywood actors and musical entertainers. Sure some 
people may share the same opinions as an actor or musician, but it's more likely 
that a person listens to the musician, because their music corresponds to a person's 
viewpoint. O'Reilly also criticizes the show for having an influence on presidential 
elections." You know what's really frightening, you actually have an influence on 
this presidential election," O'Reilly said on a September 14. 2004 interview with 
Stewart on "The O'Reilly Factor." "It's true you have stoned slackers watching 
your dopey show every night and you can't stop them"vii Stewart defends "Hie 
Daily Show" by mentioning the lead in to his show is puppets making prank calls, 
and also points out that his show is a comedy show while O' Reillv's show is a new s 
program. Jon Stewart's show does intend to be a news show. The show functions 
as a media and governmental system critique. The majority of their content comes 
from events that have already been covered in the mainstream media. Even so, 
a September 2004 survey by National Annenberg Election Survey finds thai 
viewers of "The Daily Show" are actually more informed than the average news 
viewer. Dannagal Goldlhwaite Young, a senior analyst at the Annenberg Public 
Policy Center who conducted the research for this report said, "In fact. Daily 
Show viewers have higher campaign know ledge than national news viewers and 
newspaper readers - even when education, party identification, following politics, 
watching cable news, receiving campaign information online, age. and gender are 
taken into consideration. "viii So either Mr. O'Reilly made a false assertion that 
"Daily Show" viewers are stoned slackers, or that the stoned slackers who watch 
the show have higher campaign knowledge than the average 'non stoned slacker" 
news viewer 

Stewart also speaks out against the partisan media, urging them to stop 
being part of politician's agendas. He made an appearance on the CNN program 
"Crossfire" with Paul Begala and Tucker Carlson. " I made a special effort to 
come on the show today, because I have, privately amongst my friends and also an 
occasional newspapers and television shows, mentioned that this show was bad," 
Stewart said to Begala and Carlson "I fell that that wasn't fair and I should come 
here and I should tell you it's not so much that it was bad as it's hurting America. "ix 
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Stewart urged the hosts to stop what they were doing and to come help him. He 
pointed out how die hosts have an agenda with the politicians that come on their 
show. "You're not too rough on them, you're pan of your strategies, you're partisan, 
um what to do call it-hacks." Stewart said.x As the media declines into a state of 
total bias reporting, the American viewer sutlers the most. Viewers must receive 
the facts before coming to a conclusion. When all they are fed is bias information 
the) end up witli bias conclusions. Stewart, though a Kerry supporter in 2004. run-. 
"The Daily Show" without bias. Begala questioned Stewart on which candidate 
could provide the best material for his show. "That's kinda not how we look at. 
we look at the absurdity of the system provides us the most material and that 
is best served by the theater 
of it all. which by the way 
thank you both, because it's 
been helping." Stewart Said, 
xi Whoever the president 
may be, Jon Stewart will 
find ways to make them, 
unless of course America 
elects a president free of 
absurdities. Stewart stands 
up to the media not just on 
his show, but by actually 
appearing on the programs 
he is critiquing. 

At the end of 
every "Daily Show," Jon 

Stewart interviews a guest, sometimes political, and other times not. On his 
Crossfire appearance, Stewart was criticized for not asking tough enough questions 
when he interviewed 2004 presidential candidate John Kerry. "Didn't you feel like 
you got the chance to interview the guy. why not ask him a real question, instead 
of just suck up to him," Tucker Carlson said.xii On a recent episode of "The Daily 
Show" which aired September 18 Jon Stewart had former president Clinton on 
the program. Their interview focused on Clinton's global initiative. Stewart asked 
the former president to describe the initiative, whether private initiatives or being 
president was more effective, and whether politics prevented him from doing 
the things he wanted to do.xiii All of these are legitimate interesting nonpartisan 
questions. On the other hand "Fox News Sunday's," Chris Wallace interviewed the 
former president on an episode, which aired September 24. Viewers saw a different 
side of the former president when Wallace asked the question on everyone's mind, 
or at least the viewers of his show. "When we announced that you were going to 
be on "Fox News Sunday." I got a lot of email from viewers, and I got to say I 
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was surprised, most of them wanted to ask you this question; Why didn't you do 
more to put Bin Laden and Al Qaeda out of business when you were president." 
Wallace said.xiv Clinton responded to the hostile question by taking a stand, similar 
to Stewart's '"Crossfire" Appearance and told Wallace the facts. Clinton must have 
known such a question might come up, but he went on the show so he could take 
a fight back. The media decided to focus on Clinton's anger during the inter\ k\\ 
Stewart poked fun at the Wallace interview on "The Daily Show" two days later, 
showing clips of mainstream media calling Clinton combative' during the Fox 
news interview.xv The media chose to focuses on making Clinton out to be a mad 
man instead, of focusing on what he was actually saying during his interview. 
Clinton like Stewart, took a stand against the current media. 

Partisan media gives viewers the opinions before they get the lads 
"The Daily Show" serves to remind watchers that today's media and government 
are absurd. The media's job is to give the facts. Through the facts show something 
that could be absurd, in a way acting as a check on the government. With the media 
falling in to partisan reporting, the media itself needs to be checked, and that's 
where Jon Stewart comes in. 

Notes 

i The Daily Show, Perf. Jon Stewart, Comedv Central. 5 Oct. 2006. 

ii Ibid. 

iii Ibid. 

iv The Daily Show, Perf. Jon Stewart, Comedy Central. 7 Jul. 2006. 

\ Ibid 

vi The O'Reilly Factor, Perf. Bill O'Reilly. Fox News, 23 Mav. 2006. 

vii The O'Reilly Factor. Perl Bill O'Reilly. Fox News 24 Sept. 2004. 

viii Dannagal Goldthwaite Young. "Late Night Knowledge" Annenburg Public 

Policy Center. September 2004. I niversity of Pennsylvania. 12 Oct. 2006< hup 

www.annenbergpubIicpiilicycenter.org/naes/2004_03_late-night4cnowledge-2_9- 

:i pr.pdf- 

ix Crossfire, Perf. John Stewart, Tucker Carlson. CNN, 15 Oct. 2004. 

x Ibid. 

xi Ibid. 

xii Ibid. 

xiii The Daily Show, Perf. John Stewart. Comedy Central. 18 Sept. 2006. 

xiv Fox News Sunday. Perf. Chris Wallace. Fox News. 24 Sept. 2006. 
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news in a frantic way. Whether this is to cover up 'Operation Iraqi Freedom' or be- 
cause Americans are finally concerned with the unaided atrocities in Darl'ur should 
not be what we debate. Both Iraq and Darfur need effective aid. but unfortunately 
giving support is easier said than done. 

This essay has resulted in a discouraging debate on what the United 
States' actions should be concerning Darfur. Iraq, and genocide in general. Al- 
though I believe the United States should help its own first, as a leading power. 1 
feel we should take more action in helping Darl'ur. America should no doubt have 
stronger policy and presence in areas experiencing genocide. As a world power, 
it seems that the United States should help the helpless. The question of how the 
country will do this lingers on. The United States, or any other Nation for that 
matter, does not. truly, have an effective prevention or discontinuance tactic for 
genocide. There is no easy answer to this problem. 

1 can understand the United Stales' hesitation to aid in other interna- 
tional affairs, considering that we are preoccupied with 'Operation Iraqi Freedom." 
But. I am extremely disturbed with America's history of inaction concerning geno- 
cide. This history makes me question. "Are we avoiding genocide .'" Or. are we 
legitimately too engrossed in other international affairs to aid Darfur? It seems that 
the United Stales' involvement with Darfur is a case of both priority and of its on- 
going trend of slaying at arms length from genocide issues. 

Notes 

1 Reeves. Erie. "Information and Expert Analysis." Darfur: A Genocide We Can Slop. 2IX»6. www.darfurgeno 

cide.org. 
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6 Payaslian. Simon. "The I'nited Suics Response to the .Armenian Genocide." Looking Backward. Moving 

Forward: Confronting the Armenian Gen. vide. cd. Richard G. Hovannisi.m. New Brunswick, 
N J.: Transaction Publishers, 2003, pp. S 1 so. 2003. 
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Holocaust, during the Cold War and alter Vietnam. Bosnia and Rwanda ensued 
alter the Cold War. while American supremacy 
was at a high point. At this lime, awareness of 
the lessons of the Holocaust was at its height. 



Every American president in the 
last three decades has made decisions related 
to the prevention of genocide. But even though 
they have all stood on the podium, as Saman- 
tha Power, author of A Problem from Hell/ 
America and the Age o) 'Genocide, says, "U.S. 
policy responses to genocide were astonish- 
ingly similar aero igraphy. ideology. 
and geopolitical balance." Americas response 
to genocide has changed very little from its ini- 
tial response, during the Armenian genocide. 

Former President Clinton is quoted as saying, 
"It the honors of the Holocaust taught us any- 
thing, it is the high cost of remaining silent and 
paralyzed in the face of genocide." During a 
speech at the opening of the Holocaust Muse- 
um, when referring to the United States' inac- 
tion during World War II, Clinton said. "Even 
as our fragmentary awareness of crimes grew 
into indisputable facts, far too little was done. 
We must not permit this to happen again." 

In her book. Samanlha Power, ut- 
ters in response to these quotes, ", America's 
can-do spirit never grappled with the fact that 
the country had done nothing, practically or 
politically, to prepare itself to respond to geno- 
cide. The commitment proved hollow in the 
face of actual slaughter." 
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Presidential Repsonses to 
Genocide 

In the memory of the Ho- 
locaust, Jimmy Carter is 
quoted as saying, "we must 
forge an unshakable oath 
with all civilized people 
that never again will the 
world stand silent, never 
again will the world fail 
to act in time to prevent 
this terrible crime of geno- 
cide." 

Ronald Reagan declared, 
five years after Carter's 
quote, "Like you, I saw in 
a forthright voice, 'Never 



George Bush Sr. said after 
his visit to Auschwitz, that 
the visit had left him, "the 
determination, not just to 
remember, but also to act" 



In an article by author. Professor Gary Leupp. which addresses a point 
of v iew that is shared with other individuals concerning U.S. aid in Darfur. speaks 
of antiwar marches with demonstrators holding signs saying "Out of Iraq, into Dar- 
fur." He describes a contradiction in "opposing imperialist military deployment in 
Iraq and supporting it in Sudan." But Leupp also, "hasn't much studied the situation 
in I )arfur." He doesn't believe there is a genocide occurring in Darfur; he believes 
we are using the "alleged 'genocide' ... to divert attention from the ongoing slaugh- 
ter in Iraq") There is no doubt an ongoing slaughter in Iraq, but I wonder if Leupp 
has this in the wrong order. Is the war in Iraq diverting attention away from the 
atrocities in Darfur? 

The question of considering whether to leave Iraq, and invade Darfur. 
is where a contradiction reveals itself. If America leaves Iraq in the dust and enters 
Darfur. it will cause a public outcry, perhaps similar to what is currently happening 
with Iraq. Iraq will be left in shambles and war and conflict will resume, just as it 
did in Bosnia. 

As genocide persisted in Bosnia during the mid 90's. President Bill Clin- 
ton took the stand saying. "Anyone, shelling Sarajevo must... be prepared to deal 
with the consequences." NATO came to save the day. or so Sarajevo's residents 
thought. In response to America's perceived commitment, Sarajevo's residents 
gradually adjusted to life under NATO's protection. After a few months Sarajevo 
started to rekindle, but this "protection" proved itself to be imperfect. American 
resolve disintegrated. Saving Bosnian lives was not considered worth risking U.S. 
soldiers or challenging America's European allies who wanted to remain neutral. 
Clinton and his administration shifted from the language of genocide to that of 
"tragedy" and "civil war," downplaying public expectations that there was anything 
the United States could do. The United States' "assist" in Bosnia, was the most 
involved the country has ever gotten with cases of genocide. S 

America's Response to Genocide 

"... The Armenian massacre was the greatest crime o( the war. and the failure to 
act against Turkey is to condone it . . . the failure to deal radically with the Turkish 
horror means that all talk of guaranteeing the future peace of the world is mischie- 
vous nonsense." 
-Theodore Roosevelt. May II. 191 8 

II 



Never Again 




At the start of WWI. the Ottoman Empire joined the Central Poults 
and declared a Jihad against the Allied Powers The Young Turk government of 
the Ottoman Empire became threatened by the desire of an independent state from 
the ethnic Christian Armenians. To insure that the Armenians did not pursue an 
independent state, they carried out a deliberate gcnocidal plan to annihilate the 
Armenian people across the empire. In a htx>k by historian Simon Payaslian, Look- 
ing the other Way. the author discusses how the United Stales government, while 
aware of the atrocities occurring in the Ottoman Empire, chose not to intervene in 
this gcnocidal disaster. Payaslian presumes thai the U.S. government was hesitant 
to intervene, because of the risk of losing a long-standing trade relationship with 
the Ottoman Empire. Americas interest in this region was expanding with the 
growing number of companies, increasing U.S. business from the early nineteenth 
century to the late nineteenth century. These companies included Standard Oil. 
Singer Sewing Machine, and the American Tobacco Company. The U.S. need for 
oil became more pronounced, as oil became the favored alternative to coal. << 

At the time, the United States desired to maintain friendly trade rela- 
tionships. Under President Woodrow Wilson, the country followed the policy of 
non- interference and neutrality during the first half of the WWI. Wilson hoped to 
serve as a mediator and peacemaker between the Central and Allied Powers. Tak- 
ing action against Turkey would compromise that neutrality. The Wilson Admin- 
istration was also concerned with reelection, causing the president not to take big 
risks that would jeopardize good press, i Our government's choice and the nation's 
choice not to act against Turkey, allowed a slaughter of more than 1 .5 million Ar- 
menians. 

"We-even we here-hold the power, and bear the responsibility." 
-Abraham Lincoln 

The genocide of Armenians was not the last genocide, nor was it the 
last genocide that was downplayed h\ the American government and other World 
Powers. The Armenian genocide occurred during World War I. before the United 
Slates became a world leader, and ihe Jewish Holocaust occurred while it was 
approaching this role. After this time. America said "never again" will we let this 
happen to another nation. But the Cambodian and Iraqi genocides followed the 
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